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Principal’s Welcome 

Dear Orangewood Families: 
Welcome to the 2023-2024 

http://orangewood.wesdschools.org/
http://www.facebook.com/orangewoodschool
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School Attendance 

Student Attendance Policy 

In order to assure students are successful and meet current 
state legislation, which requires all students to attend 90% of 
the school year, WESD has an Attendance Unit (AU).  The AU 
will work in conjunction with the City Justice Courts to identify 
students and parents of students who are chronically absent 
or are truant. 
When a student reaches five unexcused/unverified absences, 

families will receive an attendance notification letter. When a 

student reaches 10 unverified, unexcused, and excused 

absences, families will receive an attendance warning letter and 

a referral to the AU for appropriate actions (see District 
guidelines).  In order to avoid this eventuality, there are 
several precautions to take: (1) reinforce being on time and 
good attendance, (2) call the school each time a student will 
be late or absent, (3) present any medical documentation to 
the health tech if illness will be a consistent, foreseeable issue. 

A letter will be sent by the school to the parents/guardians of 
students who are approaching or pass the midway point for 
unexcused absences, excused absences and tardies. Parent 
cooperation is of the utmost importance in assuring student 
success.
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environment.” To support this rule, students follow common 
expectations in designated areas on campus. These are found 
in our school Behavioral Matrix, “The Orangewood Way.” 

Disciplinary Actions 

If students fail to demonstrate appropriate behavior that 
supports the school rule, they may receive disciplinary 
consequences in accordance with WESD Discipline Policy.  
Please see Appendix II for more information on the Discipline 
Policy.   

Academic Expectations 

ParentVUE 

Access your child’s grades using ParentVUE portal.  This is 
available for all kindergarten through eighth grade students. 
To secure a parent/guardian password, please come into the 
school office.  You may access the link through our 
Orangewood Web site or download the app to use on your 
personal device.  

Eighth Grade Promotion Policy 

Students must achieve a 1.0 or D average in each academic 
class to qualify for the eighth grade promotion ceremony.  If a 
student earns an “F” in the last quarter, this will influence the 
privilege(s) of attending the promotion activities. If a student 
is suspended at the time of the eighth grade promotion 
ceremony, he or she will not earn the right to participate. 
Students who have received multiple disciplinary actions for 
significant behavior resulting in suspension(s) will be in 
jeopardy in not participating in promotion activities.   

Homework 

Homework is determined by grade level expectations and is 
meant to develop practice of skills that were previously taught.  
Each grade level team will articulate expectations to parents 
and students.   

Student Expectations 

School ID Policy 

For safety purposes all students are required to have an ID 
while on campus and buses.  Students will not be allowed on 
the bus without their ID.  If students deface, destroy or lose 
their ID, they will be required to purchase a replacement ID.   

Student Dress 

Students must dress appropriately for the learning 
environment.  Student dress should not interfere with safety 
or disrupt the learning environment.  Please refer to the 
District Dress Code Policy.   

A student may be referred to the office, given a change of 
clothes, or possibly sent home (following parent notification) 
to change if his or her clothing is considered inappropriate for 
school and/or distracts from student learning.  

Backpacks and Binders 

Orangewood students in kindergarten through fifth grade are 
required to have a backpack.  Students in sixth grade through 
eighth grade are required to carry a binder.   

Electronic Devices 

Orangewood has an “Off and Away” policy regarding 
electronic devices. All electronics need to be off and away 
during the school day. Orangewood does not recommend 
bringing electronic devices to school and is not responsible for 
any lost or stolen electronic devices on campus (including 
cellphones, MP3 players, cameras, earbuds, air pods, etc.). 
Consequences for violating the electronic device policy could 
consist of the device confiscated, which is returned to student 
at the end of the day, or possibly parents picking up the phone 
from the office.  

Prohibited Items and Activities 

Any personal items brought to school are at risk of being lost, 
stolen or broken. The school is not responsible for replacing 
personal items. 

1. Students may not chew gum at school. This is to protect our 
school environment.  

2. No food, candy or gum on the playgrounds or in the halls.  

3. Inappropriate student contact (i.e., holding hands, 
embracing, horseplay and kissing) as determined by 
Orangewood staff is not permitted.  

4. Toys are not allowed at school.  

5. Permanent markers and other markers are not to be in the 
student’s possession. Markers being issued by a teacher and 
used for a classroom project are permitted in the classroom 
only. 
6. Bicycles, skateboards and rollerblades are not to be ridden 
on school ground 

7. Any item deemed inappropriate by the school staff will not 
be permitted. 

School-sponsored Events 

Students are expected to follow all school rules at events held 
before and after school. This includes school-sponsored events 
held at other locations such as field trips and special outings. 
Violation of any school rule may result in consequences 
outlined in our District and school disciplinary policies. 

Communication 

Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 
Orangewood Parent/Teacher Association (PTA) Orangewood’s 
Parent/Teacher Association (PTA) is the school’s service 
organization. The PTA is designed to give parents an 
opportunity to participate in their child’s education. Through 
active membership and fundraising, the PTA provides 
activities, events and programs for all students. Active 
participation by both the PTA board and its members is 
essential to make this service organization work for our 
students.  
All PTA meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month 
at 6:00 p.m. in the library. All parents are cordially invited to 
join the PTA and to attend these meetings. We hope to see you 
there! 
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Site Council 
The Orangewood School Site Council serves Orangewood 
School staff, students and parents as a representative council 
in a decision-making and advisory capacity for the school. 
There are 13 members on the council who serve three-year 
terms. The Site Council meets the first Tuesday of each month 
at 5:00 p.m. and are open to the public 
School Newsletter 

The Orangewood Newsletter, “Cougar News,” is sent out 
monthly electronically with a calendar of events and other 
important information regarding school functions. Check your 
child's backpack daily after school for important information 
from the school or classroom teacher.  
The school newsletter is posted on Peachjar: 

https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/schools/47392 . 

Facebook 

Please like our Facebook page. You will need to search 
“Orangewood School Phoenix” or refer to the following link: 
http://www.facebook.com/orangewoodschool.  Our profile 
picture is an orange paw. Liking our page assures you will see 
all updates, happenings and photos. 

KidSpace 

KidSpace is a child-centered, professional and enriching 
before- and after-school program. Our center is open from 
6:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily, including vacations, early dismissal 
days and summer. It is closed on most holidays and one week 
prior to the beginning of the school year. KidSpace maintains a 
waiting list for students who wish to attend if space is not 
available at the time of their application, and applicants are 
enrolled from the waiting list on a first-come, first-served 
basis. For information concerning registration and tuition, 
please call our center at 602-347-

https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/schools/47392
http://www.facebook.com/orangewoodschool

